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Abstract

Korea plans to send a pathfinder lunar orbiter to the Moon for the first time in August 2022. And according
to the 3rd Basic Plan for Space Development Promotion, the plan is to send a lunar lander to the Moon
before 2030. The selection of the lunar landing area can be varied depending on the lunar lander's mission,
therefore preliminary research on the lunar landing sites is essential for a successful lunar exploration
mission design. This paper analyzed the characteristics of major regions among 14 proposed regions using
NASA's MoonTrek based on the data on the candidate areas for the major moon landing proposed sites by
the NASA workshop in 2018. And we looked into what kind of future moon landing missions are suitable
for these areas. We also looked at the importance of lunar Antarctica area through the recent lunar landing

areas of Moon landing countries and Artemis plan.
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Fig. 1. Yellow stars indicate the high—priority landing sites outlined in the workshop report [7].
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Fig. 2. Aristarchus crater search result using NASA MoonTrek website. LRO NAC and Chang'e
2 CCD Merge, Ortho Mosaic [6].
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Fig. 3. Elevation profile and Sun angle at near site of Aristarchus crater.
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Fig. 4. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Aristarchus crater.
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Fig. 5. Reiner Gamma Lunar Swirl search using MoonTrek.
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Fig. 7. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Reiner Gamma lunar swirls.
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Fig. 9. Elevation profile at near site of Marius Hills.

Fig. 10. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Marius Hills
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Fig. 12. Elevation profile at near site of Mare Moscoviense.
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Fig. 13. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Mare Moscoviense.
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Fig. 14. Mare Tranquillitatis regions search using MoonTrek.
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Fig. 15. Elevation profile at near site of Mare Tranquillitatis.

Fig. 16. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Mare Tranquillitatis.
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LRO LOLA Hillshade, S Pole, Peak Near
Shackleton, Candidate Landing Site 07
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Elevation Chart

Flevation Profile(s) Non-Interpolated
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Fig. 18. Elevation profile at near site of Shackleton crater.

Fig. 19. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at Shackleton crater.
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Fig. 21. Elevation profile at center site of SPA basin. SPA, South Pole Aitken.

Fig. 22. Generated 3D print file of surrounding areas at SPA basin. SPA, South Pole Aitken.
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Fig. 23. Chang’e 4 & 5 landing sites. (a) The Chang’e—4 landing site and Finsen on a 7-meter—
resolution Chang'e—2 digital orthophoto map [14], (b) Chang’e 5 landing site, MONS RUMKER.
This image of Mons Rimker on the Moon was captured by Apollo 15 astronauts in 1971.
Located in Oceanus Procellarum—-the Ocean of Storms—Mons Rumker is a raised region

formed by volcanic activity late in the Moon's history [16].



J. Space Technol. Appl. 1(3), 375-395 (2021)

Fig. 24. Elevation profile of Chang’e 4 & 5 landing sites. (a) Chang’e 4 landing site (b) Chang’e

5 landing site using MoonTrek.
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Fig. 25. Chandrayaan-2 candidate landing sites. This wide—angle Moon view shows the prime

(right blue dot) and alternate (left blue dot) Chandrayaan-2 landing sites [18].
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Fig. 26. Elevation profile of Chandrayaan—2 primary landing site using MoonTrek.
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Fig. 27. Beresheet landing site. Beresheet attempted to land in Mare Serenitatis, the "Sea of

Serenity," shown as the larger circle. The approximate landing site is in the inner circle [20].
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Fig. 29. Artemis program for Mars exploration [21].
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Fig. 30. Shackleton crater and its rim areas (yellow box) using MoonTrek.
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